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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

What a special year it has been for Kentucky’s libraries!  New libraries opened and others 

expanded; programming abounded throughout the state; children, teens, and adults filled 

their libraries for summer reading; local groups headed to libraries for meetings; and li-

braries continued to check out books and materials by the millions.   We can be very proud 

of the support Friends have provided for these activities. 

In support of our public libraries, Friends across the state funded summer reading pro-

grams, bought equipment, paid for on-line resources, sponsored programs, funded schol-

arships, printed materials, collected school supplies, volunteered in their library, and sup-

ported the library staff in various ways.  Friends in Madison County funded redesign of the 

library’s logo.  Friends in Corbin bought furniture for the library’s courtyard and commu-

nity room.  Friends in Laurel County provided books for new mothers at the Maternity 

Fair.  Scott County Friends bought books for 3 summer reading camps.  And I could list 

many more similar activities by our Friends chapters.   

The Friends of Kentucky Libraries also enjoyed a great year.  We funded 4 grants for 

Friends groups to support their libraries and 4 additional grants for public libraries to 

increase their visibility in their communities.  We will hold our annual meeting on Novem-

ber 16.  We are also preparing for advocacy efforts that will be necessary for support of 

public libraries in the 2020 session of the Kentucky General Assembly.   

I am often asked how individuals can join in this work to support public libraries and 

Friends.  Here is a list of 10 easy ways you can take: 

1. Join Friends of Kentucky Libraries 

2. Attend a legislative meet and greet at your local library 

3. Like Friends of Kentucky Libraries on Facebook 

4. Join your local friends group 

5. Attend the annual meeting of the Friends of Kentucky Libraries in 2020 

6. Participate in Library Legislative Day on Feb. 6, 2020 

7. Follow KyLibFriends on twitter 

8. When approached by candidates for office this fall, tell them you expect 

them to support libraries 

9. Get a READ license plate for your vehicle 

10. Sign up for the Friends of Kentucky Libraries list serve 

Your support of Kentucky’s public libraries and the Friends makes a huge difference for 

Kentucky and our communities.  Thanks for all your support in 2019 as we look ahead to 

an even bigger year in 2020!   

— WAYNE ONKST, PRESIDENT OF THE FRIENDS OF KENTUCKY LIBRARIES 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

2019 Annual Meeting ………...2-
3 

Kentucky Book Fair .................4 

Heartland Book Festival ..........4 

Survey of Friends Chapters .....4 

Humans of KY Libraries ..........4 

Board Members 2020 ..............5 

Membership .............................6 

About Us/Contact ....................7 

 

https://friendskylibraries.org/home/membership/


2019 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF KENTUCKY LIBRARIES 

The 2019 Annual Meeting of the Friends of Kentucky Libraries was held at Spindletop Hall in Lexington, KY  

on November 16, 2019.  Here are some photos from the meeting! 
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FoKL President Wayne Onkst and Guest Speaker Frederick Smock—
photo by Andrea Caldwell Paula Franklin presents the  Outstanding 

Friends Chapter Award—photo by Andrea 
Caldwell 

2019 Annual Meeting attendees pose with guest speaker Frederick Smock—photo  by Andrew Caldwell 



2019 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF KENTUCKY LIBRARIES 

More photos from the 2019 Annual Meeting 
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Photo by Jennifer Kaminski 

Guest speaker Frederick Smock, photo by Jennifer Kaminksi 
 

Photo by Jennifer Kaminski 
Photo by Andrea Caldwell 



HEARTLAND BOOK FESTIVAL 

The Hardin County Public Library Friends, and Library Director 

Rene Hutcheson, Leah Hicks, Jim Weise, and Donna Lee, greeted 

visitors to the Heartland Book Festival, held September 20-21 at 

Elizabethtown Community and Technical College.  The two day fes-

tival featured 70 authors from all genres and included breakout ses-

sions for 670 local elementary, middle and high school students.  

Hardin County Friends Tom and Kay Tiernan distributed flyers an-

nouncing the Fall Book Sale to attendees.  The festival was spon-

sored by ECTC, Hardin County Public Library, and Barnes and No-

ble.  Many of the 70 authors presented programs and workshops for 

adults on Saturday, in addition to signing books at their table. 

 

—Renee Hutcheson, Director, Hardin County Public Library 

KENTUCKY BOOK FAIR 

The 2019 Kentucky Book Fair was 

held the same day as our Annual 

Meeting, and I had the pleasure of 

stopping by and seeing several 

familiar faces this year! 

  Janet Meyer, Friends of Paul 

Sawyier Public Library, manned 

the Friends of Kentucky Libraries 

booth during our meeting, handing 

out informational forms and sign-

ing up and renewing members.   

Wayne Onkst, our Friends of KY 

Libraries President, has a new 

book published, alongside authors 

James M. Gifford and Judith F. 

Kidwell, titled True Christmas 

Stories From the Heart of Appala-

chia.  I picked up a copy for my 

collection and hope to spend some 

time in      December reading these 

heartwarming stories.   

Last year’s speaker, Crystal       

Wilkinson, was also present with 

her book, The Birds of Opulence.   I 

was happy to stop by and say hello! 

I was also honored to meet Ellery 

Adams, who was present with her 

new book Secret, Book, and Scone 

Society #2: The Whispered Word.    

She gave out bookmarks of the 

Secret, Book, and Scone Society so 

fans could be honorary members.  

She also let me know she has 

joined her local Friends of the 

Library, and has volunteered to 

prepare the baked goods for their 

upcoming book sale! 

Jim Acosta was on stage while I 

was there, discussing his book 

Enemy of the People: A Danger 

Time to Tell the Truth in America, 

and local author and EKU profes-

sor, Keven McQueen, was there 

with his new collection of stories, 

Weird Wild West: True Tales of 

the Strange and Gothic.   

All in all, I had a great time at the 

book fair, and came home with 

plenty of reading material to keep 

me occupied on the upcoming cold 

winters nights!  If you get the 

chance, make sure to stop in next 

year and meet some great Appala-

chian writers and friends! 

- Eunice Murphy 
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Hardin Co. Friends Leah Hicks, 
Jim Weise, and    Donna Lee 
greet visitors to the Heartland 
Book Festival.  
Photo courtesy of Rene Hutcheson 

Heartland Book Festival, Held Sept. 20-21 at the Elizabethtown  
Community and Technical College. Photo courtesy of Rene Hutcheson 

Hardin Co. Friends Tom and Kay 
Tiernan distribute flyers an-
nouncing the Fall Book Sale at 
the Heartland Book Festival. 
Photo courtesy of Rene Hutcheson 

 



SURVEY OF FOKL 
CHAPTERS FALL 2019 

A survey was sent to Library 

Directors and Friends Chapters 

across the Commonwealth,  and 

the results have been tallied. 

Almost all of the friends groups 

that reported host book sales.  

The number and timing de-

pends on the library, the com-

munity, and the capacity of the 

friends.  Ideas for successful 

sales included: 

Staffed stores open all the time; 

Continual sales without staff; 

Regularly scheduled—annual, 

semi-annual, quarterly or 

monthly; Holding them around 

special events and/or Holidays/

Seasonally, and Topical sales 

whenever excess provide 

(example: paperback sales) 

Event sale ideas included: Sum-

mer reading kick-off; 127 yard 

sale; Local festivals and Quilt 

shows. 

Every Friends group helps their 

library in different special ways, 

usually with financial resources 

but also by volunteering their 

time and energy.   

You can view all the results on 

our website, at: 

http://friendskylibraries.org/

home/resources/

surveyfriendschapters/ 

        2020 FRIENDS OF KENTUCKY LIBRARIES              
BOARD MEMBERS ELECTED 

At the Annual Meeting held on November 16, 2019, a slate of Board Members 

was elected.   

The officers for 2020 will be: 

President                             Wayne Onkst 

Vice President                    Jim Weise 

Secretary                             Janet Farmer Meyer 

Treasurer                             Susie Lawrence 

 

Eunice Murphy, Elaine Wilson, Christie Robinson, Jennifer Kaminski, Lois 

Shultz, Paula Franklin, and Louise Canter—Board Members 

One New Board Member (Louise Canter) was appointed, and Two members were 

re-appointed (Eunice Murphy, Janet Farmer Meyer).   

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

If you are a member of the Friends of Kentucky Libraries and would like to serve 

on the Board or even one of our committees, please contact us by visiting the 

following link and letting us know your interests and contact information: 

https://friendskylibraries.org/home/contact/  

HUMANS OF KENTUCKY LIBRARIES 

Inspired by the popular Humans of New York series, Friend of the Library Rebecca Brackmann 

has created a series called “Humans of Kentucky Libraries.”  HoKYL features patrons and pub-

lic servants from libraries around the state.  In these counties, library services are absolutely 

essential.  Those places and those people are doing work on the ground level in struggling com-

munities, giving people hope and resources to improve themselves, and their counties.  We 

hope you enjoy reading the stories of the people, communities, and their libraries, and continue 

advocating for these essential public services for all counties in KY.  Many thanks to Rebecca 

for taking the time to work on this project!   You can see more of it by following us on Face-

book, or by visiting our website:  friendskylibraries.org 
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http://friendskylibraries.org/home/resources/surveyfriendschapters/
http://friendskylibraries.org/home/resources/surveyfriendschapters/
http://friendskylibraries.org/home/resources/surveyfriendschapters/
https://friendskylibraries.org/home/contact/
https://friendskylibraries.org/


  6 

MEMBERSHIP 

By Lois Schultz 

Our mission is to advocate for libraries on the national, state, and local levels and to provide sup-
port for the formation and success of local Friends chapters.   We would like for you to join in our 
effort to support the libraries of Kentucky.   By receiving this newsletter you may already be a mem-
ber; if so, ask a friend to join.  It may be that it is time to renew your membership.   The categories 
of membership are Individual, Local Library Friends Chapter,  Library Board of Trustees, and Busi-
ness. 

Benefits of membership are: 

• Subscription to email listserv for Kentucky Library Friends 

• Subscription to quarterly emailed newsletter 

• Volunteer opportunities: short-term projects and long-term activities 

• An opportunity to speak up for libraries in a unified voice 

A membership form can be downloaded from the Friends of Kentucky Libraries website located at:  

http://friendskylibraries.org/membership.html 

OR—Dues can be mailed to: 

Friends of Kentucky Libraries 
P.O. Box 537 
Frankfort, KY 40602 

 

 
 

Carol Baughman, Franklin Co 

Chuck Bianchi, Harlan Co 

Dr. Thomas Brown 

Judy Burdine,  Pulaski Co 

Linda and Jerry Bruckheimer, Nelson Co 

John DeWitt, Kenton Co 

James O. Dyer, Union Co 

Joe Graviss, Woodford Co 

John T. Mandt, Pulaski Co 

Wayne Onkst, Kenton Co 

Lois Schultz, Kenton Co 

 

 

Ronald Sheets, Franklin Co 

Donna F. Slaton, Hopkins Co 

Margaret Q. Travis, Franklin Co 

Jewel Vanderhoof, Fayette Co 

Lowry R. Watkins, Jefferson Co 

Dr. Zella Wells, Johnson Co 

Elaine A. Wilson, Pulaski Co 

Charlann H. Wombles, Fayette Co 

Jim Weise, Hardin County 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR FKL LIFETIME MEMBERS 



FREE ADVERTISING FOR YOUR LOCAL BOOK SALE! 

We will promote ANY Kentucky public library book sale (periodic or ongoing) on 
our website and through our Facebook page. To get free advertising for your next 
book sale or your continuous book sale from the Friends of Kentucky Libraries. 
Visit https://friendskylibraries.org/home/contact/  and send us:  

the name of the group holding the sale, name of the library, location of the sale 
(including street address for mapping), dates and times the sale will be open, 
name, email address, and phone number of a contact person (please indicate 
whether we may publish the contact information on our website) and we will 
share it! 

FROM THE EDITOR 

We want to hear from you!   

 

The Friends CONNECT Newsletter wishes to highlight Friends’ chapters across 

the state.  Please submit articles about what your Friends group is doing to make 

a difference in your  community.  It’s really ok to “Toot Your Own Horn” while 

sharing.  You could be making a difference in another community by sharing 

your success though this newsletter.   Email me directly at emerfi@gmail.com. 

Thank you, 

Eunice Murphy 

Friends CONNECT is published quarterly by the Friends of Kentucky 
Libraries, Inc.  

 
For a membership application, visit  https://friendskylibraries.org/ 

 
Send editorial contributions, articles, and news releases to 

 Eunice Murphy, editor, at:  emerfi@gmail.com 

FRIENDS OF KENTUCKY 
LIBRARIES, INC 

PO Box 537 
Frankfort, KY 40602-0537 

 
Www.FriendsKYLibraries.org 

We are on Twitter! 

 @KYLibFriends   

Follow us for the latest library 

news, including state legislative 

updates.   

FOKL MISSION 

The Friends of Kentucky  Libraries 

Inc. works hard to make sure Ken-

tucky has the best possible libraries 

and support groups available.   We 

are a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organiza-

tion of volunteers supporting public 

libraries across Kentucky.   

Our Mission is two-fold:  to advocate 

for libraries on the national, state, 

and local levels; and to provide sup-

port for the formation and success of 

local Friends chapters. 

https://friendskylibraries.org/home/contact/
http://www.ala.org/united/
https://friendskylibraries.org/
mailto:nmoore@bardstowncable.net
http://friendskylibraries.org/
http://friendskylibraries.org/
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Ffriendskylibraries.org%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=KYLibFriends&tw_p=followbutton
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsKYLibraries/

